The European Social Fund - a weapon against unemployment. European File 2/84, January 1984 by unknown
The European Social Fund 

A WEAPON AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT 
Commission of the European Communities 
Directorate-General for  Information,  2/84 

Rue de la  Loi 200 - 8-1049 Brussels  January 1984 The  growth  of  unemployment and  expenditure  by the  European  Social  Fund 
The  number of  unemployed  In  the 
Commun~ty (thousands of  people) 
Numbers of  people asusted  by  €SF 
7 concentrated  on  eight  areas:  problem  regions,  the  young,  the  handicapped, 
migrants,  women,  adaptation  of  industry  to  technical  progress,  textiles  and 
agriculture. 
Regions: Social Fund investment in regional development totalled 598 million 
ECU in  1982 -  44% more than the previous year -  and aided about 600 000 
people.  Projects  included  training  or  additional  training, job-creation  and, 
where necessary, the resettlement  of workers, as well  as the improvement of 
local  training  facilities.  Investment  was  directed  above  all  to  the  priority 
regions.  The six 'super-priority'  areas received  64%  of  payments under this 
heading. Other targets were the creation or maintenance ofjobs, the promotion 
of  small  and medium-sized  businesses,  and tackling chronic unemployment. 
The Commission is attempting to improve the coordination of the Social Fund 
with  other  Community  spending  policies,  such  as  the  European  Regional 
Development Fund and the European Investment Bank. The aim is to concen- 
trate development  activities  and  make them  more effective. 
Young people:  between  1979 and  1982 the investment of the Social Fund in 
efforts to help the young unemployed more than doubled to 600 million ECU. 
Of this 453 million  was spent on training and  146.5 million on job-creation. 
Soread  of  Eurooean  Social  Fund ex~enditure 
Numbers  assisted  800 
(thousands of  people) 
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